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COMING EVENTS 

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS MEETING: 

Date/Time/Place: Tuesday, December 3 at 1130 hours at the Bluewater Grill at Wrightsville Beach. This   
  will be our annual Holiday wing-ding with a special menu, and you will not want to miss it. 

Menu: Bluewater House Salad with choice of dressing; Flat Iron Steak with Mashed Potatoes; OR Grilled   
  Salmon with Beans and Rice; OR Rotisserie Chicken with Mashed Potatoes. For dessert, enjoy the   
  Bluewater’s special Caribbean Chocolate Pie. Drinks include coffee, tea, or soft drinks; cocktails, beer,  
  wine available for purchase. 

Price: $25 per person payable at the door as choice of entrée is made. 

Program: For the sixth year in a row, we will be delighted to host the Coastal Christian High school Choir  
  that will perform for us a medley of spiritual and seasonal holiday music. These youngsters are truly   
  inspirational and you will definitely not want to miss this holiday special. 

RSVP: JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or 910-540-8459,  NO LATER THAN November 30.  

Programs for 2014 are under development and, as always, your ideas and suggestions are most welcomed 
and appreciated. 

Message From the President.. 

  The November luncheon meeting in Surf City was a success with a talk by Col. Jeffrey Johnson, 
Commanding Officer of the USMC Engineering School at Camp Lejeune. Col. Johnson gave us an update 
on the training and responsibilities of the combat engineers, along with some of his recent colorful 
experiences. We thank Col. Johnson for a very interesting and informative presentation.  

  The December meeting will be back at the Bluewater and we will have the honor of hosting the Coastal 
Christian High School Choir. It will be a wonderful introduction to the Christmas season; do not miss it!  
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  We have to have some assistance in the operations of the chapter. Through the years there have been two of 
our members who have been the glue that has held the chapter together. Health issues are now necessitating 
that Bob Jones and Ken Finch step down. Ken is editor of our newsletter and, as you all know, the newsletter 
contains information useful to veterans, those on active duty, and to military retirees, like most of us. We 
need to keep it going because if there’s no editor, there is no newsletter. Bob, on the other hand, handles 
many administrative issues that go unnoticed until they are missing. This includes preparing name tags for 
each of our meetings, preparing address labels for the newsletter, and a myriad of other things relating to our 
June Pig Pickin’ and routine chapter events. 
   
  If YOU can stand up as a volunteer for some of these duties, please contact me via email at 
johnandmelindas@aol.com, or by telephone at 452-1616. 

Best Regards, 
John Stewart 
Chapter President 

New Members to Add to Your Roster: 

Watkins, Alvin (Al), LtCol , USAF (Karen) 
933 Coast Walk Lane 
Carolina Beach, NC 28428 (910-707-1049) 

Obituaries.. 

  Our heartfelt condolences to friends and relatives of Norman Torgersen, who recently passed away. May he 
rest in peace and glory. 

Hagal Says Cuts to Pay and Benefits are Needed.. 

  Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel warned recently that troops and their families will be asked to sacrifice on 
pay and benefits to preserve readiness in an era of tighter budgets. 

  Hagel listed politically-charged changes to compensation and personnel policy as one of his six priorities in 
reforming the military following the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan as the department gears up to meet new 
challenges. 

  “Without serious attempts to achieve significant savings in this area, which consumes roughly half of the 
DoD budget and is increasing every hear, we risk becoming an unbalanced force,” Hagel said. 

  The alternative is to have a military that is “well-compensated, but poorly trained and equipped, with 
limited readiness and capability,” Hagel said in a keynote address to a Global Security Forum 2012 
sponsored by the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). 

   Hagel acknowledged the need to get approval for changes to compensation and personnel policy from 
members of Congress, who would be reluctant to justify military pay cuts to voters back home. At a CSIS 
panel on defense budgets following Hagel’s address, Jim Dyer, former staff director for the House 
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Appropriations Committee, said he saw “no movement on pay, or to address TRICARE costs’ in the current 
political environment. 

  Congress is not there on this yet,” Dyer said. “They’re too determined not to hurt the troops, or their own 
chances for re-election,” Dyer said. 

Air Force Reaper Crashes.. 

  A U.S. Air National Guard MQ-9 Reaper (drone) unmanned aircraft dropped out of the sky recently while 
conducting training operations at altitudes greater than 18,000 feet above Lake Ontario. “The satellite control 
link failed and the aircraft descended into the lake. The U.S. Coast Guard went looking for the aircraft but 
failed to find anything,” said Erik Durr, director of public affairs for New York state division of military and 
naval affairs. 

  The Reaper was assigned to the 174th Air Attack Wing operating out of Fort Drum, NY. “No one was 
injured and the aircraft had no weapons on board,” Durr added. “Fort Drum is the MQ-9 school house for the 
entire Air Force, Pilots and sensor operators from around the country come here to learn how to operate the 
Reaper.” 

  The crash comes less than a month after an MQ-18 Predator drone crashed at Holloman Air Force Base in 
New Mexico. 

Fort Hood Massacre Site to be Razed.. 

  Fort Hood officials plan to demolish the medical building where an Army physiatrist killed 13 people and 
wounded more than 30 others during a shooting rampage in 2009. Fort Hood spokesman Chris Haug said 
recently that Building 42003 will be razed, while other parts of the Soldier Readiness Processing Center 
complex are set to be moved. 

  Haug says officials haven’t decided what to do with the site once the building is removed. The widow of 
one victim says she’d like to see a park at the site. The area has been fenced off as a crime scene since Nov 5, 
2009, when Maj. Nidal Hassan opened fire inside the building and left dying soldiers and pools of blood on 
the floor. 

  Hassan was convicted for his actions in August of this year and sentenced to death. 
  
Candy Bomber Returns 65 Years Later.. 

  It was 1948, WWII was over and the Cold War had begun. For many German families food was scarce and 
times were tough. Army Air Corps 1st Lt. Gail Halvorsen, a C-47 pilot stationed in Germany in support of the 
Berlin Airlift, handed two sticks of gum to local children peaking through a fence near a local airport. “That 
small gesture at Berlin’s Templehof Airport led to Operation Little Vittles, a humanitarian mission that 
continued for 15 months. 

  After that first meeting with the children, Halvorsen decided to collect his candy rations and fasten them to 
parachutes made with cloth and string. “By the look in their eyes, I could see their appreciation for 



something even so small,” Halvorsen recalled. “I wanted to do something more so I told them to come back 
later.” 

  His plan was to fly over and drop the candy to the children. “They asked how they would know it was me,” 
Halvorsen said. “I told them I’ll wiggle the wings.” 

  From that point on, he was known to the children as “Uncle Wiggly Wings.” To the rest of the world, he 
would become the ‘Candy Bomber.’ On Nov 9, 2013, retired Col. Gail Halvorsen took part in a reenactment 
of the Berlin Airlift at the south Texas Regional Airport in Hondo, Texas. The community and service men 
and women gathered to participate in the event, watching as more than 160 children ran to gather the 2,000 
candy bars, which descended from a vintage C-47 Skytrain. 

  Among the crowd was a special visitor, Berlin-native Heike Jackson, who lived in Germany during the 
Berlin Airlift, and she remembers what it was like to see Halvorsen’s plane approach and candy drop from 
above. 
 
  She was just 6 at the time and like other children in the local area, would anxiously await the plane with the 
wiggly wings. “He was our savior,” Jackson said. “We had nothing to eat; we would’ve died.”  Jackson later 
married an American GI and moved from Berlin to the United States while he was still in the Army. She 
never thought she’d come face-to-face with “Uncle Wiggly Wings.” But 65 years later, she did. What did she 
do to commemorate the event? She brought some candy along. “It’s kind of the déjà vu,” she said. “The 
feeling is hard to describe. To see that wonderful man alive is amazing. It’s a full circle somehow. I’m very 
touched and overwhelmed.” 

  “I did it for the children, to see the smiles on their faces,” Halvorsen said. And 65 years later, halfway 
around the world, he managed to get one more smile from a surviving child of the Berlin Airlift. 

Some Military Outreach Programs Being Cut.. 

  The Navy’s daredevil Blue Angels and the Air Force’s Thunderbirds will be back at air shows across the 
country through the coming year. But, continued budget cuts means the military won’t participate in some 
1,000 other community events. The Pentagon plans to spend $129 million in the new budget year on 
community activities such as Navy port visits and military band events, Blue Angels and Thundrbirds 
performances. 

  That’s more than in recent months. Community programs were eliminated midyear due to sequestration 
budget cuts. Because the military precision flying teams were the main draw at many air shows, dozens of 
shows were canceled across the country. 

  “We are going to be doing most of the same things we did before, but fewer of everything,” said Cmdr Bill 
Urban, a DoD spokesman. 

  In the same vein, the Air Force has announced that it will not resume a public flyover program across the 
country, nor will there be Air Force static display aircraft at civilian air shows. Funeral flyovers, however, 
will not be affected by this plan and will continue to be coordinated through normal procedures. 

  Urban said the spending plan is expected to save $1 billion over 10 years.  



  
American Legion Wants Reforms Over Fake Ceremonies.. 

  The American Legion has demanded immediate reform of the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command 
(JPAC) over a report that the agency has staged ceremonies celebrating the ‘arrival’ home of missing troops, 
a practice that some base staffers in Hawaii dubbed “The Big Lie.” 

  Legion officials said the practice of honor guards carrying flag-draped coffins off cargo planes at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii and incorrectly announcing they had just returned that day from foreign 
battlefields was deceptive and must be changed. The non-profit veterans’ organization boasts 2.4 million 
members in 14,000 posts worldwide. 

  “Symbolic honors are one thing, but deception is quite another,” American Legion National Commander 
Daniel Dellinger said in a statement. “The so-called ‘Big Lie’ does not honor our war dead. Instead, it 
misleads and insults the living. It is especially egregious during a most sensitive and vulnerable time for 
families.” 

  The Legion’s statement was released a day after NBC News reported JPAC has staged the phony arrival 
ceremonies for seven years and that the planes used in the ceremonies often couldn’t even fly. Pentagon 
officials were forced to admit the deception but claimed the coffins did contain remains, just not ones that 
had arrived that day. 

  “Part of the ceremony involves symbolically transferring the recovered remains from an aircraft to a vehicle 
for follow-on transportation to the lab.” The Pentagon told NBC. “It is important to note than recovered 
remains ceremoniously transferred from the aircraft to the bus nave been in the lab undergoing forensic 
analysis to determine identity. When remains first arrive in Hawaii, JPAC cannot confirm if the remains are 
those of an American service member.” 

  Rick Stone, a retired police chief and former WWII investigator for JPAC, told Stars and Stripes that the 
silver cases were stacked outside, next to the JPAC identification laboratory, before and after the ceremonies, 
so if remains were contained inside, as the Pentagon contends, it was disrespectful. Stone provided NBC 
photographs that he took of the cases leaning up against the building. Pentagon officials said the ceremonies 
were ‘misinterpreted’ and changes have been made to label them ‘honors ceremonies’ NBC reported. The 
Pentagon also said it is reviewing their procedures. 

Army To Get New Camouflage Pattern 

  The U.S. Army is poised to pick a new camouflage pattern for its uniforms after tests have shown that the 
existing design, a grayish-green digital pattern that appears on the standard-issue fatigues known as the Army 
Combat Uniform, or ACU, is poorly suited for environments such as that in Afghanistan, 

  “It’s the wrong color,” Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond Odierno said recently. “It’s not the right pattern. 
Every test we’ve done says it’s wrong so we’re going to come up with a new pattern.” 

  The service may spend as much as $4 billion over the next five years to replace its uniforms and related 
protective gear, according to a September report from the Government Accountability Office. 



Air Force Pilots Leaving Service.. 

  Loss of flying time under ongoing budget cuts has increasingly led Air Force pilots to reject lucrative re-
enlistment bonuses to take jobs with the civilian airlines, acting Air Force Secretary Eric Fanning said 
recently. 

  “Pilots aren’t taking them” Fanning said of the incentive bonuses that range from $25,000 to a whopping 
maximum of $250,000. 
  Fanning did not give figures on the number of pilots who have rejected the bonuses but said “pilots want to 
fly,” and there was less opportunity for doing that with whole squadrons being grounded to save money. 
Absent help from Congress on funding, “we’re going to have to continue these rolling groundings for 
squadrons,” Fanning said. 

  In addition, airline jobs are opening up as more airline pilots retire, Fanning said. “It’s not just 
compensation that keeps people in the military; it’s the mission,” Fanning said. 

Admiral Norbert Ryan Speaks Out.. 

  In response to a recent published letter to the editor of the New York Times, Admiral Ryan, President of 
MOAA National responded with these words of wisdom: 

“The timing of the November 10 “Reality Sets In” is incredibly unfortunate in light of our country’s 
Veterans Day tribute. The writer highlights that on the top of the Stimson Center’s cut list are the benefits 
provided to those who served and have served decades for the Nation.   
  For the most part the editorial focuses on the cost overrides in acquisition and procurement programs, 
but instead of targeting those programs for efficiencies, the editor jumps on troop and retiree benefits as if 
they too are a simple acquisition widget. I recognize the magnitude of the nation’s debt problems and 
agree that solving this will require sacrifices from all sectors of the federal government – including the 
Pentagon. 

  But the defense budget didn’t cause this problem and it shouldn’t carry the brunt of the solution – 
especially in the case of the one weapon system that has consistently answered the call regardless of the 
demands we have asked of them – those who serve and have served.” 

Sincerely, Vice Adm. Norbert R. Ryan, Jr. President Military Officers Association of American (MOAA) 

USS Thach Decommissioned After 29 Years of Service.. 

  The Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided missile frigate USS Thach (FFG 43) was decommissioned after more 
than 29 years of naval service during a ceremony on board Naval Base San Diego on 1 November. The ship 
was named for naval aviator Adm. John S. Thach, the developer of the “Thach Weave” dogfighting tactic in 
World War II and former Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe from 1965 to 1967. He died in 1981 and 
the ship was commissioned into service March 17, 1984. Several of the ship’s plankowners and dozens of 
former crew members, as well as many members of the Thach family, attended the ceremony alongside 
current crew members. 

God must love stupid people; He made so many. 



The trouble with life is there’s no background music. 
 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES 

  Annual dues are $15 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Please send your dues for 2014 to 
our chapter mailing address at: 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) 
PO Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

Name: ____________________________________________ Email Address: ________________________ 

I am including an additional $ _____________ for the JROTC Scholarship Fund. Names of donors will be 
Published in the newsletter and donors will receive a letter of acknowledgment for tax purposes 


